There is so much happening in school as we approach the end of term that I am spoilt
for choice for this newsletter.
Last week our staff and students took part in a huge variety of activities to celebrate Red
Nose Day for Comic Relief, our congratulations to the two school councils for their
enthusiasm in approaching their fundraising.
Congratulations to the lower school dance group who participated in the Sandy Upper
Dance show, they all performed so well and were a credit to the school and Miss Clarke.
We are very grateful to the Mums who had their Mother’s Day interrupted by this event.
I was very proud to show both schools off to Councillor Steve Dixon on Thursday morning, he is the Executive
Member for Education and Skills. As we expected he was impressed with everything he saw during his visit.
Once again our students were exemplary and a credit to themselves and the School.
We are delighted to have achieved winners in the Fanfare competition, they are going to have a wonderful visit
to the Royal Opera House just after the Easter break. Our congratulations to them and Mr James!
I had the pleasure of attending the Town Council Meeting to provide my annual report for both schools, they
were delighted to hear of the excellent Ofsted Visits in the last six months and the increase in pupil’s standards
and achievement.
I have been overwhelmed by the standard of topic homework related tasks being produced by our pupils. Just
today a Year 5 pupil was sent to me with an outstanding time line related to her family history, well done Megan!
There is no doubt that the children are really engaging in their topics and enjoying the challenges it is providing.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supporting the ‘Book Fair’ at the Middle School, your support
will provide us with much needed resources for our school library. The library is open to pupils each lunchtime
and it is so nice to see so many of them visiting it.
Following our visit from the Local Authority Attendance Officer many parents will be receiving a letter today
regarding their child/children’s attendance figures. Can I remind parents that these letters have to be issued
where attendance falls below the school’s target of 96%, regardless of whether we are aware of how/why the
absence occurred. There are different levels of letter ranging from gentle reminders to requests for medical
evidence and notifications of meetings to discuss improvements. Our new attendance policy will be issued during
the summer term and made available to you via the federation websites.
On a more cheerful note have a very happy and restful Easter break.
Kindest regards,
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher

Letter from the Chair of Governors
Since the last newsletter, Ofsted’s report on the Middle School has now been issued and the favourable
comments made by the Inspectors have confirmed that the Senior Leadership Team and Governing Body are
leading the Potton Federation schools into a safe and secure learning environment, with outstanding learning
opportunities.
As Governors we have a number of learning walks planned for early in the Summer Term, this enables
Governors to visit every lesson and see how they are conducted, in addition it allows Governors to talk to staff
and children about their work and learning. The plan is for these to be across both schools, this is an area that
the Governing Body will continue on an ongoing basis across both schools within the Federation to ensure that
a high level of teaching and learning is maintained.
As a Governing Body we have continued to work in partnership with the Federation’s senior management team
on reviewing both schools’ performance data, managing strategic decisions, as well as focusing on the key
areas of the School Improvement Plans. In addition to monitoring the schools progress, the Governors have
also been involved with monitoring the schools’ finances during difficult budgeting times. We are currently in
the process of receiving our funding information and then planning the budget for the next 5 years, this is
becoming increasingly challenging and we are aware that difficult decisions may be required in the future.
I am pleased to report that the school continues to find new and innovative ways of linking with the community
to give the school a real community feel. Mrs Smart and I attended the Town Council’s AGM this week to provide
a report to the town about how the school is progressing and the support that we provide to the local community.
We are lucky to have a very active PTA at the Lower School who organise amazing events throughout the year.
Sadly, we do not have the same arrangements at the Middle school yet, so if you would be interested in starting
a PTA there please let us know.
To enable parents and carers to understand other areas that the Governing Body address and monitor, the next
few newsletter messages will be written by Chairs of our sub committees to give a wider insight to you all.
Finally, we have two vacancies for Co-opted Governors on the Governing Body, if you feel that this is something
that would interest you and you have any skills that you could add to the Governing Body please let our clerk
know. Her email address is ahutchison@pottonfederation.co.uk.
For any other comments feel free to contact me at my email address chair@pottonfederation.co.uk.
Warm Wishes
Anna Adnitt
Chair of Governors

Letter from the Deputy Headteacher
A few words jump to mind when reflecting on the Spring Term: ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ being
at the top of the list due to the brilliant work produced by our Year 3 children in their first
Cornerstones Project. The topic of Year 4 study this term can’t be described as
‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ in any way but they have certainly enjoyed their biology focused
project, the highlight being their descriptive writing of the journey through the intestine! You
can only imagine the wide range of adjectives that they used in their writing! Children across
the rest of the school have worked hard and have made excellent progress across the
curriculum. The creative Cornerstones curriculum is now being taught across the whole of
KS2 and the Reception/KS1 team are busy planning ready to introduce it later this year to our younger children.

We have had much positive feedback about DEAR time this term from the children, parents and the OFSTED
inspector commented on the impact that it is having on Writing and Oracy at the Middle School. The Year 7
children are so passionate about their love of DEAR time that they used it as a focus for some excellent
persuasive writing, requesting that Mrs Smart and I extend the length of time dedicated to reading! Suffice to
say we will be continuing with the 10 minutes allocated time at the start of each lesson but we thoroughly enjoyed
reading and hearing the persuasive arguments! We would ask that you encourage your children to read every
day over the Easter break.
Year 6 have been working extremely hard in preparation for their SATs in May and I would urge Year 6 parents
to support them in their revision over the holidays by asking them to do regular, short and focused revision slots.
Wishing you a wonderful Easter break,
Mrs Willcocks
Laura Willcocks
Dupty Headteacher

News from the year groups

Reception
Starlings and Hummingbirds – Mrs Sefton and Miss Clarke
In Starlings and Hummingbirds classes we have had a very busy half term! Our unit of learning remains very
focussed on the characters in our books, but has taken a turn towards Personal, Social and Emotion
Development. The children have been thinking about the thoughts and feelings of the characters in their books,
have considered how to resolve conflict and help others. They have also enjoyed learning about dental hygiene
and were excited to brush their teeth with their brand new tooth brushes.
We began our term with a fundraising event releasing balloons. Three of our balloons were
found and had made it all the way to the Netherlands. Two on the beach of Noordwijk, one
by a group of children on a school trip and one by a teenager who was learning English
and was delighted to get in touch. The third was found by a little girl call Pauline on the
island of Texel, Netherlands.
We also enjoyed publishing our own story ‘The Jolly Reception Class’ in which the children
contributed their own work. The children have really enjoyed seeing their own work in print
and copies are still available to buy if you would like to order them.
Thank you for supporting our fundraising efforts. From these two activities, plus a small contribution from each
member of staff and also a contribution made my Mrs Sefton from the sales of her own published books at the
school book sale, our fundraising to date is just over £70.00! We will be
spending this money on some new resources for the unit and will be taking
ideas from the children about what they would like to have.
Thank you to ‘CALA Homes’ who have kindly donated gardening
resources to the school. Our children in Reception have enjoyed using
the equipment to maintain our classroom flower bed.

Finally, we a happy to welcome back Mr Wimbleton who will be with us for the rest of the school year, to complete
his Teacher Training in Starlings class.

Year 1
Robins and Puffins- Miss Sondhi, Mrs Wright & Miss Fletcher
In Year 1, we have been exploring transport around the world in Geography, where we discovered some of the
main similarities and differences of transport around the world particularly in countries such as India and Kenya.
Year 1 have thoroughly enjoyed doing gymnastics in PE and learning lots of new ball games encouraging their
throwing and catching skills.
Children have carried out various experiments in Science involving materials and their properties.
We’ve also looked at a range of story books, focussing on two different authors; Oliver Jeffers and Anthony
Browne and their styles of writing.
Not forgetting to mention all their hard work learning about time and measures in Maths! Children have
thoroughly enjoyed all the different and exciting topics we covered and the activities involved.
They have worked extra hard this term and we hope they have a fantastic Easter break

Year 2
Kingfishers and Nightingales – Mr Hodgson and Miss Coppenhall
Year Two have had such an exciting term! Over the last two weeks, we have been
creating and following instructions. We loved creating obstacle courses around
the classroom for Beebots to navigate around this week. We even had a seesaw
made from rulers for it to get across! Our instruction work also led us to the Middle
School cookery room, where in groups, we created our own fairy cakes with icing
on top. We enjoyed eating these outside in the sunshine, and even Mrs Smart
came to join us!
We have also been working on data handling, and created our own tally charts, pictograms and bar charts. We
created our own surveys and recorded the results too.
We really enjoyed setting our Tudor houses on fire when the Fire Brigade
came into school. The houses looked fantastic and we worked extremely
hard to add lots of extra details. We even have a church and St Paul’s
Cathedral! We are all very proud of the outcome.
We have also embraced the Spring weather, and have begun to sing
Spring Chicken and Spring Fever at the top of our voices every
afternoon. Both Miss Coppenhall and Mr Hodgson are extremely proud
of the children.

Year Two would like to wish you a very happy, sunny Easter!

Year 3
Woodpeckers and Merlins – Miss Bagnall, Mrs Curzon & Mrs Harris
Woodpeckers and Merlins have had a fantastic
half term! We have thoroughly enjoyed our first
Cornerstones topic ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’!
We started our Topic with a trip to Tesco looking
at where different foods came from. The children
have enjoyed sampling and making lots of
different foods including making smoothies, bread
tasting and even making bouncy eggs!
We have learnt about the importance of a healthy diet and how buying fair trade foods can make a difference to
people’s lives. The children have studied the journey of a cocoa bean and learnt where chocolate comes from.
We are looking forward to our next topic ‘Flow’ and are sure that the children will be as engaged and motivated
as they have been this half term.

Year 4
Penguins and Flamingos – Mr Adams & Mrs Bernal
As we begin our transition to the cornerstones schemes of work in the
Lower School, Year 4 children have been visiting the Middle School to see
the projects children have worked hard to create. The pupils were amazed
by the range of projects relating to the Black Death and asked many
questions to find out about their wonderful homework tasks. We then
enjoyed a presentation in assembly of various time machines, listening to
how and why they were created.
Year 4 have also been hard at work in the community helping to collect
litter in public spaces. The children approached the task with enthusiasm,
understanding the purpose and benefits of their action in the local
community.
Having learnt about Kennings and Haikus in Literacy, children have been exploring poetry out of school and a
recent homework project demonstrated their talent and enthusiasm as poets.

Year 5
Hawks and Blue Jays – Mr Lawrence and Miss Carrington
It is with delight that I can say that the new Cornerstones curriculum topic - Timer Travellers - has truly helped
engender a passion and love for learning in Year 5. As I am sure you are aware by now, each Cornerstones
topic challenges students to create a series of mini projects, and this term we had work ranging from cakes (lots
of cakes), Tardis’, life-sized time travel machines, and a range of futuristic technological devices. Once again,
the time, effort and enthusiasm demonstrated by the children to not only match, but excel on their previous

projects, left Miss Carrington and Mr Lawrence speechless. The children really have
approached this topic with a lust for learning, whilst sharing their knowledge and experiences
with their peers. I must thank the parents who were central to the success of these projects.
Without your support, the many wonderful presentations of work would have not come to
fruition.
In the classroom, Year 5 have covered a range of activities. In Maths, students have been
recounting Roman history in order to be able count in Roman Numerals! In English, learning
about creative narrative writing has inspired some wonderful individual pieces of writing,
whilst also applying and enhancing their understanding of new grammatical devices. As you
would expect, the children have produced some outstanding work and have shown a high level of maturity in
their writing styles.
As we look forward to the start of the Summer Term, Year 5 will again be focussing on a different topic: Beast
Creator. Students will be looking into the exciting world of bugs and creepy crawlies, both domestic and from
around the world. Mr Lawrence, Miss Carrington and Mrs Walker are already looking forward to getting started
and hope that the children emulate their enthusiasm for what will be a wonderful and exciting term of learning.
If you know of anyone who would be able to make this topic more memorable through some creepy crawly
visitors, please let Miss Carrington or Mr Lawrence know!
Finally, a message from Mr Lawrence: “We are delighted to have organised the trip for the end of the school
year. After a series of difficulties and complications, I can guarantee that what we have in store will ensure all
students have a wonderful time. If you would like to support the trip and become a parent volunteer, please get
in contact as soon as possible, we’d would love to hear from you!”

Year 6
Eagles, Owls and Falcons – Mr Brooks, Miss Henson and Mr Wilkinson
As I sit in front of the laptop mulling over the many successes of recent weeks, it’s difficult to avoid introducing
a summary of this very busy half-term without some deserved praise for our Year 6 cohort.
In what was an efficiently run and highly valuable Mock SATs week, Year 6 were subjected to “the hardest tests
teachers have ever seen” (The Telegraph, 2016). With this in mind, I am delighted to report that so many of our
students approached each paper with vigour and diligence. The overwhelming progress made by pupils - in
comparison to the November Mocks - cannot be understated. Evidently, the inspiring teaching and desire to
learn has built a real sense of confidence in the year group. It is my hope that we can all maintain the necessary
level of industry as we approach the forthcoming SATs.
Believe it or not, after returning from the Easter break, there are only 15 school days until those SATs
examinations! It is of vital importance that we all encourage children to spend a short amount of time revising
each day over the holidays. I hope the following interactive learning sites can be put into good use:
English:
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
 https://uk.ixl.com/ela/year-6
Maths:
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths
 https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-6
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

A message from Miss Henson: Owls have had a great few weeks! They have been playing Dodgeball in PE;
their catching and gameplay has improved dramatically. In Maths, we have had Year 8 acting as mentors for
their SATS preparation. In Computing, we have been making retro games on Scratch and having interesting
whole class discussions on e-Safety. As a class, Owls enjoyed coming to school in their own clothes as a reward
for their fantastic attendance recently; a reward that they would like to repeat!
A message from Mr Wilkinson: Falcons have had a really action-packed half term! It all started with Mock
SATs week in February in which lots of pupils got to show off just how hard they have been working. We also
had Leo and Henry taking the top two places for Key Stage 2 in the short story competition and there were many
other excellent short stories in the class! On top of this we finally got to get building with the milk bottles again.
No igloos as originally planned, but a pyramid, a wall and … a block!
A message from Mr Brooks: As ever, the Eagles continue to soar, reaching new heights each and every day.
While it has been some time since we last picked up that Certificate of Attendance, those that have survived the
horrid coughs and cold have approached this half-term with vitality and an eagerness to improve. The high level
of challenge that I pitch lessons at is a testament to the excellent progress made by so many. That said, there
is very little room for idleness. Eagles; maturity, dynamism and virtuosity is what I expect from you until the 8 th
May!
Parents, don’t forget to keep a watchful eye on our Class Dojo page where you will continue to find a celebration
of our many classroom achievements and a series of ‘Easter Revision: Top Tips’.
Wishing you all a restful and peaceful Easter.

Year 7
Cardinals and Crows – Mr Bick and Mr Gomes
Year 7 Update
It has been another successful half term for our two Year 7 classes. Pupils in Cardinals and Crows classes
continue to adapt to the demands of the Key Stage 3 curriculum, with the standard of work being produced in
English and Maths lessons being particularly encouraging. In English, children have been working hard to
produce effective pieces of persuasive writing, building the rhetorical appeals of ethos, pathos and logos into
their work, as well as a range of other persuasive techniques.
Away from the core subjects, it was lovely to hear so many original fanfare compositions in our recent music
assembly; a lot of Year 7 children gave up their own time to ensure that their competition entries were of the
highest possible standard. It has also been fantastic to see so many pupils getting involved in extra-curricular
clubs and representing the school in sports fixtures.
Finally, we’d like to wish you all a lovely Easter break, and hope that the children come back fully refreshed and
ready for fantastic final term in Year 7!

Year 8
Swifts and Ravens - Mr Griffiths and Mr James
Another busy term is drawing to a close for our Year 8 pupils. We’ve seen some high quality work from many
pupils across the curriculum, and there will be many more opportunities for pupils to demonstrate their skills
during the Summer Term.

Firstly, we would like to thank the fantastic team of pupils who do all the jobs that help to make our school a
better place: in particular, Year 8 prefects who are working really hard; members of the school council, who do
a great job in coming up with ideas; and, all the pupils who do the smaller jobs that make school life easier Phone Monitors (Grace Feasey – Swifts, Amy Williams); Register Monitors (Casper Kobus and Eddie Arnold –
Swifts, Francesca Worboys - Ravens). Many thanks to all others who help out with odd errands here and there,
being the smaller pieces of the jigsaw that come together to create a wonderful picture.
The Year 8 team of tutors – Mr Griffiths, Mr James and Mr Ballard – would particularly like to thank all of those
pupils and parents who have put the effort in to make sure that our pupils are wearing the correct uniform. Year
8's are looking very smart and we are proud of them. Also, we would like to mention that both Year 8 classes
have won lots of the attendance awards this year, which is another positive that needs to be recognised.
In Art, Year 8 pupils have recently been investigating Contemporary African art. By looking at Traditional African
Masks they have then been inspired to make a mask to their own design, modelled from Modroc and painted
with Acrylic paints. Following on from this they then composed their own painting in a modern style.
Pupils who have produced high quality masks and paintings from Ravens are Rachel, Sophie, Ella, Callum,
Abigail, Erin and Iona. From Swifts, Mrs Topple would like to mention the strong work from Holly, Alex, Maeve
and Alfie Worswick.
In Maths, Mr Griffiths would like to give a big shout out to the Year 8s who have been working to make the Maths
Buddy system such a success. Year 8 pupils are paired with Year 6 pupils and work through practice SATs
papers together. The Year 6's are grateful to have input from Year 8's and Mr Griffiths thinks that the Year 8
pupils are also learning a thing or two!!
Mrs Inkersole has been teaching Design and Technology to Year 8. In recent weeks, they have been learning
the skills and techniques of tie dying, stitching with the sewing machine, applique and ironing. From Swifts,
Adam Smith has done particularly well. He is well ahead of the others and is very keen. His design ideas are
very good and he listened well to the briefing. In Ravens, Rhys-Jon stands out as being someone who has
gained much from this work. He has concentrated well, worked very hard and has been rewarded by being able
to see his work developing as he planned.

We hope that you all enjoy the Easter break and return refreshed and excited for your last term at Potton Middle
School. There will be lots to do in the Summer Term. Let’s all work together to make this an enjoyable and
memorable end to your middle school life – something that you can look back on fondly in later years.

RRSA – Rights Respecting Schools Award
The RRSA ambassadors spoke to children in assembly about what Fairtrade is. We
looked at how paying farmers a fair price for their produce allows them to feed their
families, provide shelter for their families and have better working conditions. It also
means that children are not forced in to work and they can go to school. We discussed
the impact this has on children around the world.
On Friday 10th March the RRSA ambassadors ran a Fairtrade cake sale at break time,
where they sold banana cakes made from Fairtrade ingredients. We raised over £100 for
the Fairtrade Foundation. Thank you!

News from the Head of English – Mr Bick
Bookfest
As I mentioned in last term’s newsletter, we have been running our first ever ‘Bookfest’ month throughout March.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for the support that so many of you provide,
whether it be by organising costumes for World Book Day, or ensuring that your child always has a book to read
at school. There is a real reading culture across both schools, and this is, in no small part, down to the support
and encouragement that our children receive from home, as well as in school.
As part of Bookfest, the author (and part-time knife juggler!) Julian Sedgwick
visited Key Stage 3 on March 14th and made a great impression on many of our
students. Following their ‘character creation’ workshop, several members of
Crows class have started writing their own novels, and a number of children are
now reading Julian’s books. I was very pleased to see so many children taking
the opportunity to ask Julian questions about the writing process and the things
that have inspired him personally.
At the time of writing, we’re looking forward to Nikki Sheehan’s visit to work with children in Years 5 and 6. I’m
sure that will be another inspiring event!

World Book Day
We really enjoyed World Book Day at the Lower School. We were so impressed with the variety of characters
who turned up to school that day, including the fifteen similar, but not the same, Harry Potters! We had an
exciting day with Widdershins coming in to perform their version of Rapunzel through puppets, and a delicious
book themed lunch!
In class, we read our favourite stories, and completed a range of activities. Our favourite was creating a picture
filled with all of the characters in our class in a ‘Where’s Wally’ style.
All adults and children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. My favourite part of the day was being able to listen to
the fabulous stories that the children created themselves about the adventures their character could go on. Each
so individual, and read with such enthusiasm.
We hope you managed to get along to the Scholastic Book Fair too, there was certainly a fantastic ‘buzz’ in the
hall. A special thanks to Mrs Fenton, who alongside myself, has ordered many new, wonderful books for the
school library with the money raised.
Charlotte Coppenhall

Big School Bird Watch
On Friday 14th February Merlins Class completed the RSPB's 'Big School Bird Watch'
and had a film crew working with them all day. They were recorded completing a
Literacy lesson, where they were identifying and describing the birds they might see.
They then went outside to complete the hour long bird
watch. After lunch they were filmed uploading the data they
had collected, which contributed to a national survey and
finally, small groups of children were selected to be interview in the library.
The children had a fantastic day, they were engaged with all the activities and are
excited about hopefully getting a glimpse of themselves on the final video. This will be
launched on the RSPB website to promote 'The Big Schools Bird Watch' 2018 project from November.
The RSPB have informed Mrs Sefton that she will get a copy of the video to share with the children in the
Summer term.

Mosaic Project – Story in Stone

The Story in stone project is progressing well as we have almost completed
the first quarter of the round mosaic about Potton.
The Year 5 and Year 6 children have enjoyed cutting both glass tiles and
stone tiles with tile cutters and sticking them in place. They will be happy
to point out which tiles they have been responsible for.

Sports and PE News – Mr Gomes
Potton Middle School, Football Leagues:
Our Year 6 and Year 7/8 football teams have been playing in the Central Bedfordshire Schools football leagues.
There are lots of positives we can take from the games played, there is potential to improve as a team as well
as individually. The pupils have really enjoyed taking part and have gained a lot of confidence throughout the
competition.
Each game has been extremely competitive; it’s been a mixed league with some wins, draws and loses,
however, the children’s commitment and effort has been exceptional, well done to all involved, keep up the hard
work.

Inter House Football Competition.
Our lunch-time inter-house football competition ‘kicked-off’ with our Year 5 pupils. There were some fantastic
games played and it was really fantastic to see the other children come and watch and really support their
houses; it was great to hear the cheering after some superb goals were scored!
Year 6 were the next year group to take part, and again we were amazed by the level of skill and goal scoring
witnessed on the pitch.
A huge congratulations to our Year 5 winners; Tim Peake House. A special mention to Jack Burton (Peake
House) who scored 11 goals in 3 games and Oliver Gunn (Rowling House) who finished the competition as the
top goal scorer with 12 goals in 3 games!
A massive well done to our Year 3 winners; Mo Farah House, runners up were Rowling, third place went to
Peake House followed by Simmonds. We had another tough fought competition for the top goal scorer with
Ollie Adnitt scoring 10 goals, but with an overall total of 14 goals in 3 games was our winner Oliver Young.
Congratulations to everyone, you all represented your houses fantastically.
We are looking forward to the Year 7 and Year 8 competition which will run over the course of the next few
weeks.

Attendance
An excellent effort from everyone! It is fantastic to see such high averages across the whole of the Federation,
and each year group exceed our school target of 97%.
Well done everyone.

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage
Key Stage 3: Swifts

97.19%

Upper Key Stage 2: Owls

98.04%

Lower Key Stage 2: Flamingos

98.34%

Key Stage 1: Kingfishers
96.60%

98.15%
96.80%

97.00%

97.20%

97.40%

97.60%

97.80%

98.00%

98.20%

98.40%

98.60%

Attendance

Potton Federation School Councils
Potton Lower School
The School Councillors have been busy this half term preparing for Comic Relief that took place last Friday
(Friday 24th March). The School Council would like to thank everybody for their support in buying red noses from
the school office and for their effort on Friday, coming to school in a muddle and with crazy hair accompanied
with a donation for the charity.
It was lovely in the afternoon to see all the children dancing and playing to the tunes of DJ Chatwin at our “Comic
Relief playground disco,” a fantastic end to another busy week in school and a fab start to a beautiful spring
weekend. The school Councillors would like to say a huge thank you to Mr Chatwin for making this possible,
they are now faced with the task of counting all the money.

Potton Middle School
The PMS school council arranged for the whole school to come dressed muddled up and with crazy hair. It
was a fabulous success, with many children and staff dressed up in back to front and inside out clothes,
causing many laughs throughout the school. The children also organised and ran their own very successful
stalls at break times. In total the stalls raised £203.03 which was an amazing amount! Well done to all those
children that took part.

Big Bang Fair at NEC Birmingham – Thursday 16th March
Alfie Worswick, 8 Swifts
Although it was the second time I have been, I was still overwhelmed by the size and space of the NEC, where
the Big Bang Fair takes place. It surprised me many science groups and organisations were there, if science
were sweets then it would be candy land! Next to radiology was astronomy, next to BMW was virtual reality. It
felt as if every area of science was packed in.
At the start of the day, we were split up into different groups, around nine children per adult, and we set off into
the gigantic science warehouse. Part way through the day my group went to a one hour lecture with a scientist.
Lecture seems to be the wrong word for this as it was fascinating, the subject was about the end of the world
and how to survive it.
We learnt how to make fire with a smoke alarm and how you could survive around 70 years in one supermarket.
By the end of the day, we were tired and heavy, by that I mean were laden down with freebees.

Rachel Gibb, 8 Ravens
After the long drive, the first thing you notice about the Big Ban Fair is how crowded it is. Seriously, there are
people everywhere. The second thing is the atmosphere. There is a universal mood that everyone is feeling
somewhere between awe and confusion. The third thing you notice is the wonderful stalls. Dotted in and around
the boring ones, there are some great stands with interactive activities that appeal to all ages, whilst bombarding
you with interesting facts that are relevant to the stall you are currently at.
The activities can range from finding the cause of death at a forensic crime scene, to chatting with a dancing
robot called Pepper, to building a car that runs on salty water. If the stalls aren’t for you, you can go and see a
show at one of the many stages. My favourite was the “How to survive an apocalypse.” Show, which explained
in great detail what to do if half the world died.
As the day draws to an end, the crowd finally thins out as people call it a day and go home. Then it is time to get
back on the coach and travel home again. Normally by this time everyone has had a chance to experience all
of the wonderful things such as Virtual Reality in the fair and everyone is rather hot (the hall can be quite stuffy).
By the time we are all home, it has been a great day and everyone wants to go again next year.

Dance Show
A huge congratulations to Potton Lower Dance Club students this term!
Our Dance Club was given the opportunity to take part in Sandy Upper Schools
Dance Showcase. Two lovely students from Sandy Upper came to Dance club
every Monday for six weeks, teaching the students a dance to perform on stage
at the Upper Schools annual showcase.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all those involved in organizing the
show at Sandy Upper and a big thank you to all the students that participated.
They all made me very proud with their enthusiasm and professionalism during
the performance.
Well done! Miss Clarke

The Eco Council
The Eco Council have received 200 crocus bulbs from the Rotary Club which have been
planted in the class flower beds. This is to raise awareness of their campaign to 'eradicate
polio worldwide'. Thank you to The Rotary club for your generosity. Next spring we will
enjoy seeing the crocuses come into bloom.

Reminders for parents
Medicines in School:
A reminder that we CANNOT administer medication that is not prescribed to your child and/or is only prescribed
for three times a day. This includes Calpol and Nurofen. Parents can come into school themselves if their child
needs a dose of medicine although we do advise parents to keep their children at home if they are poorly.

Reporting Children’s Absence:
Reporting children's absences - if you need to report your child's absence and do not need to speak to anyone
in the Middle School office about this, there is a direct line: 01767 261527. Lower School parents can ring the
main reception 01767 260239 number and select option 1.

Reading:
We would really like to encourage all parents with children in Reception and Key Stages 1 & 2 to read daily with
their child. Children in Key Stage 3 should be reading independently each day too!

Water Bottles:
Please can all parents ensure that their child brings a named and filled water bottle into school with them each
day, and that they only contain water. It is important for the children to drink regularly throughout the day.
Children may of course bring juice to drink with their packed lunch, and juice and water are also available for
children having a school dinner at lunchtime.

Dates for your diary: April – May half-term
Monday 1st May
Both Schools
May bank holiday

Monday 8th May – Friday 12th May
Potton Middle School
SAT’s week

Monday 15th May OR Thursday 17th May
Potton Lower School
White on Blue School Class photos

Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June
Both Schools
May half term

Friday 26th May
Both Schools
Celebration of Work
Parents and carers are invited into school to look at their
childs work and books with them. You are welcome from
2:30pm onwards and you may take your child home early
with you.

The Potton Federation Academic Calendars for 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 are now available on our
website. Please do not refer to the Central Bedfordshire Council’s Term dates Calendar as these dates are
incorrect for the Potton Federation:
http://pottonfederation.co.uk/parents/term-dates/

PTA
Mother’s Day Shop
We hope you enjoyed opening the gifts the children chose as much as they did selecting them! It was lovely to
see how much consideration went into their choices, some took quite a while! We were so impressed with how
well behaved the Reception classes were at their first mother’s day shop, and as usual all the children were
fantastic.
Quiz Night
A massive thank you to everyone who attended our quiz night on 24th February – as usual Nick Morris was on
fine form and a great time was had by all. We are hopeful that we have raised a huge amount of money again.
Discos
Our next discos will be on Monday 19th June for Reception & KS1, & 23rd June for KS2. If any parents are able
to help out at either disco please email us pottonlowerpta@live.co.uk or pass your details on to the school office.
Thank you. We have also agreed to run a disco for Potton Middle on 9th June.
Fundraising totals
We have had a busy couple of months and will update you with our fundraising totals soon – we have also been
signing a lot of cheques to the school for Cornerstones, new friendship benches and the Widdershins visit. It’s
great to see all the funds put to such good use for the benefit of all the children.

Summer Fete – Saturday 8th July – HELP!
Plans are afoot for our last big event of the school calendar year and
we desperately need your support to make it a success. If you could
spare even an hour on the day to help out we would really appreciate
it. Please let us know if you are able to help – further details coming
soon on the event.
As we have said before PTA numbers are really low at the moment
and running events is proving difficult-for example on the quiz night
we had 6 PTA members to run the event, 5 of whom already work at
the school, so 1 parent helper! We would love to welcome additional
members, especially as we are set to lose some members this
summer.

Dates for your diary
Friday 9th June 2017
Potton Middle School Disco
Monday 19th June 2017
Reception & Key Stage 1
Disco
Friday 23rd June 2017
Lower Key Stage 2 Disco

Our next meeting is Thursday 28th April, 7:30pm at The Rising Sun,
Potton – please come along and see what it’s all about and offer your
help. Please email pottonlowerpta@live.co.uk for further information.
Have a fantastic Easter break.
Many thanks,
Laura Knibbs
Chair of the PTA

Pupil Voice
Cake Sale – By Summer Hutchison, Bella Darlow, Lucy Edwards, Livvy Bell, Grace Pryor and Evie Newman
We decided we wanted to raise money for the Road Victims
Trust charity. We managed to raise £169.79, how exciting!
We chose the charity for a reason as Summer’s uncle and
cousins were involved in a car accident. Thankfully they are
all okay now, but they received lots of support from some
special people who work for the Roads Victims Trust.
We would like to say thank you to everybody who supported
us and to everybody that baked cakes for us to sell too. We
would like to say an extra thank you to a lady who donated
an extra couple of pounds to help us reach our target of
£165.00.

We had lots of customers, we were busy bees! Our mums helped us man the stall, they got all of the bags ready
for us to put the cakes into. The staff at Potton Lower School supported us as well and bought lots of cakes,
thank you!

Litter Pick at The Nest – By Mike and William
We attend the Nest afterschool club, and we were asked if we would like to take part in
a litter pick.
We agreed because we wanted to help the environment and it’s nice to be outside.
If people don’t throw their litter away properly, it won’t help to make the world a better
place. When cans and rubbish are left on the ground, animals and people can get hurt,
and in some cases die!
This is why we need to encourage people to put litter in the bin.

The Royal Opera House Fanfare Competition
The Royal Opera House Fanfare Competition is a major, nationally-recognised music competition, open to all
pupils in the 11-18 range. The remit of the competition is for pupils to compose a fanfare that is short, catchy,
powerful and attention-grabbing.
Each year sees many hundreds of entries from across the UK – all vying to have their music chosen as one of
the ten winning entries. The prize is something that is both unique and rare – the winning pupils are whisked to
London to work with a composer and some of the musicians from the Opera House Orchestra and spend a very
enjoyable day in a composition workshop, improving and developing their ideas so that their fanfare can be
prepared for a later performance by the full orchestra.
A month, or so, later, the winning pupils (accompanied by invited family members) are invited for a private
recording session with the full orchestra, directed by the world-famous conductor Antonio Pappano. This is,
indeed a very rare prize – to hear your music performed by one of the most respected and talented orchestras
in the world is something that very few people get to experience.
The finished recordings are then played in The Royal Opera House through the entire 2017-2018 season to
Main House audiences in the Front of House spaces, before performances and during intervals, to encourage
them to take their seats. Thus, the winning fanfares are heard on many occasions throughout the year and are
enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of people.
This prestigious competition has been running since 2010. Our school enjoyed three of the first ten winning
fanfares and since then have had at least one winning entry, and sometimes two, in all but one of the following
years. With some pride, we can say that we are the most successful school in the country with regards to this
competition and, over the last seven years, fifteen of our pupils have been very excited to have found that they
have won. Last year, a fanfare composed by two of our pupils from Year 7 – Bronwyn Plowman and Eva Waters
– was chosen as one of the ten winning fanfares. They both hugely enjoyed their time spent at The Royal Opera
House, and were both invited back in December to be presented with their final recordings and certificates. They
were also given tickets to see The Nutcracker Suite ballet and this gave them a chance to hear their own music
being played throughout the Opera House during the interval, to many hundreds of people.
Year 7 have recently finished their scheme of work on fanfares and pleasingly many of our pupils were able to
compose high quality, creative fanfares. The deadline for entry was Wednesday 15th March and we submitted
twelve fanfares. Since January, our school has also been running an after-school fanfare club and this has

allowed two further, very high-quality entries to be submitted by year 8 pupils – Alfie Worswick and George Allen
with their fanfare Call to Attention!, and Alex Robinson with A Royal Flare.
The Royal Opera House has just announced the ten national winners of the Fanfare Competition. Once again,
our school has been successful. This year, we have two winning entries - meaning that four of our pupils are
going to be enjoying a once-in-a-lifetime experience of having a world-famous orchestra play their music.
Well done indeed to Oscar Dowling, Frankie Wallis, Alarna Phillips and Lauren Tucker
Max Neville and Grace Gurney reached the last 30 short-list. They didn't get into the final 10, but received special
recognition for their fanfare.
Well done, everyone we are so proud of you all!

Governor Vacancies

