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Website Curriculum Information Upper KS2 

In Years 5 and 6, we use the Cornerstones Curriculum as a creative and thematic approach to learning 

that is mapped to the 2014 National Curriculum to ensure comprehensive coverage of national 

expectations.  

 

Year 5 

Art and Design 

Year 5 pupils will follow the National Curriculum for Art through the use of the Cornerstones 

Curriculum as a creative and thematic approach to learning. Pupils will be taught:   

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

 about great artists: their work and how to use a variety of their techniques 

Pupils will explore techniques and artists through our creative and thematic topic work. In Year 5, 
pupils will focus on: 
 

 A textile study in Off with your Head 

 Calligraphy and stained-glass windows in Peasants, Princes and Pestilence. 

 Peter Thorpe inspired pastel ‘space art’ in Star Gazers. 
 

 

DT 

Year 5 pupils will follow the national curriculum for Design Technology. Pupils will have drop down 

days where they will be taught to design, make and evaluate products to a design brief. Pupils will be 

taught technical skills and knowledge in line with Key Stage 2. The children will be taught a variety of 

DT skills through Year 5 in design projects linked to the year 5 creative curriculum topics. For example 

children will have the opportunity to bake Eid recipes. 

 

ICT 

Year 5 ICT will follow the national curriculum for computing, Key Stage 2. This includes lessons on e-

safety and understanding how search engines work. The pupils also get to increase their mastery of 

programming using tools such as Scratch.  
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Geography 

In Geography, pupils will be taught the objectives from the national curriculum. These will be taught 

through different creative curriculum topics and will extend the pupil’s knowledge and understanding. 

The pupils will study:  

• Locational knowledge –using maps to locate the countries and major cities in Europe, North and 

South America; the name and location of the counties and cities of the United Kingdom, including 

physical geographical features and the identifying the position and significance of the lines of the 

Tropics and the Equator, the Hemispheres, the Antarctic and Arctic Circle, and the Prime Meridian. 

• Place knowledge – understanding the geographical differences between a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region of Europe and a region of North or South America. For example comparing the flora 

and fauna of the Chihuahuan desert with that in the UK. 

• Human and physical geography – looking at physical geography and human geography. 

• Geographical field work – using maps, atlases, globes and digital technology to locate countries; 

using the eight point compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols and keys and using field 

work to observe, measure, record and present human and physical features in the local area using a 

range of methods. 

In Year 5, during Peasants, Princes and Pestilence, children study the route of plague, population data 

and six-figure grid references. 

 

History 

In History, pupils will be taught the objectives from the national curriculum. These will be taught 

through different creative curriculum topics and will extend the pupil’s knowledge and understanding. 

The pupils will study:  

 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. During Peasants, Princes and Pestilence we study, in depth, the effects of the plague 
on the UK. 

 a history of crime and punishment in Tudor times. 

 

Science 

In Science, pupils will be taught the objectives from the national curriculum. These will be taught 

through different creative curriculum topics as well as through drop-down days, and will extend the 

pupil’s knowledge and understanding. The pupils will:  

 describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 

 describe the changes as humans develop to old age 

 compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including 
their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and 
response to magnets 

 know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to 
recover a substance from a solution 
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 use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, sieving and evaporating 

 give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses 
of everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic 

 demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 

 explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of 
change is not usually reversible, including changes associated with burning and the action 
of acid on bicarbonate of soda 

 describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun in the solar 
system 

 describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth 

 describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies 

 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement 
of the sun across the sky 

 explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity 
acting between the Earth and the falling object 

 identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between 
moving surfaces 

 recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller force 
to have a greater effect 

 

PSHE  

In PSHE, pupils will be taught in-line with the latest guidance from the Department for Education. They 

will be taught through different creative curriculum topics as well as through drop-down days, and 

will extend the pupil’s knowledge and understanding. Topics that the pupils will study include: e-safety 

and relationships education (including bullying awareness). 

 

 

Year 6 

Art and Design 

Year 6 pupils will follow the National Curriculum for Art through the use of the Cornerstones 

Curriculum as a creative and thematic approach to learning. Pupils will be taught:   

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

 about great artists: their work and how to use a variety of their techniques 

Pupils will explore techniques and artists through our creative and thematic topic work. In Year 6, 
pupils will focus on: 
 

 Inuit art in the topic of Frozen Kingdom 

 Abstract art in the topic of Gallery rebels 

 Maya art in the topic of Hola Mexico 
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DT 

Year 6 pupils will follow the national curriculum for Design Technology. Pupils will have drop down 

days where they will be taught to design, make and evaluate products to a design brief. Pupils will be 

taught technical skills and knowledge in line with Key Stage 2. The children will be taught a variety of 

DT skills through Year 6 in design projects linked to the year 6 creative curriculum topics. For example 

children will have the opportunity to bake cakes based on recipes from World War 2. 

ICT 

Year 6 ICT will follow the national curriculum for computing, Key Stage 2. This includes lessons on e-

safety and understanding how search engines work. The pupils also get to increase their mastery of 

programming using tools such as Scratch and MSW Logo. 

Geography 

In Geography, pupils will be taught the objectives from the national curriculum. These will be taught 

through different creative curriculum topics and will extend the pupil’s knowledge and understanding. 

The pupils will study:  

• Locational knowledge –using maps to locate the countries and major cities in Europe, North and 

South America; the name and location of the counties and cities of the United Kingdom, including 

physical geographical features and the identifying the position and significance of the lines of the 

Tropics and the Equator, the Hemispheres, the Antarctic and Arctic Circle, and the Prime Meridian. In 

Year 6 this understanding will be extended particularly during the Child's War and Frozen Kingdom 

topics. 

• Place knowledge – understanding the geographical differences between a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region of Europe and a region of North or South America. For example comparing the flora 

and fauna of the Chihuahuan desert with that in the UK. 

• Human and physical geography – looking at physical geography and human geography. 

• Geographical field work – using maps, atlases, globes and digital technology to locate countries; 

using the eight point compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols and keys and using field 

work to observe, measure, record and present human and physical features in the local area using a 

range of methods. 

History 

In History, pupils will be taught the objectives from the national curriculum. These will be taught 

through different creative curriculum topics and will extend the pupil’s knowledge and understanding. 

The pupils will study:  

 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. During A Child’s war we study, in depth, the experiences of children during World 
War 2. 

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history. During Hola Mexico we study 
the Mayan civilisation.   
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Science 

In Science, pupils will be taught the objectives from the national curriculum. These will be taught 

through different creative curriculum topics as well as through drop-down days, and will extend the 

pupil’s knowledge and understanding. The pupils will:  

 recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

 recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to their parents 

 identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and 
that adaptation may lead to evolution 

 recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines 
 use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen because they 

give out or reflect light into the eye 
 explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes or from light 

sources to objects and then to our eyes 
 use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have the same shape as 

the objects that cast them 
 associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of 

cells used in the circuit 
 compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the brightness 

of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches 
 use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram 

 

PSHE  

In PSHE, pupils will be taught in-line with the latest guidance from the Department for Education. They 

will be taught through different creative curriculum topics as well as through drop-down days, and 

will extend the pupil’s knowledge and understanding. Topics that the pupils will study include: e-safety 

and relationships education (including bullying awareness). 

 

 


