Summer 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

And just like that, another year has come to an end! I want to start by thanking our whole school community
for their commitment and support of the schools during what has been a very different year. There has been a
lot of change and I would like to thank you for your willingness to embrace the changes we have had to make
and for also ensuring the children have taken these in their stride. We very much hope to return to some
form of normality in September, and I will be closely monitoring the guidance over the summer break and
update you further before the start of the new academic year.
I could not be prouder of our children who have returned to school with enthusiasm, determination and
smiles. Our main aim this half term has been to provide our children with as many COVID-19 safe
experiences as possible, to make up for the times that they have so greatly missed. It has been a busy halfterm, but I know how much we have all missed the buzz and excitement that comes with busy times in
school. The children have been able to enjoy a variety of activities, including residential trips, visits to the
seaside, African drumming, planetarium experiences, sports day, water fights, quizzes, Euros celebrations,
bouncy castles and holding birds of prey. We also managed to have transition ‘meet the teacher’ sessions for
all children staying at Potton Federation in September which was a great success.
We are so pleased that we were able to meet with many of you (virtually) during our parents evenings last
week, and we look forward to welcoming you back into school in the new academic year for celebration of
work events. We have all greatly missed these!
On the last day of term, we will be saying goodbye to Mr Bick, Mr Ballard, Ms Kerfoot, Mr Hodgson and Mrs
Boston. I would like to express my thanks to them all for their hard work and dedication to our schools and
our children, and wish them every success and happiness for the future.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer break, enjoying the simple things in life that we haven’t always been
able to do this year. I can’t wait to welcome you and your children back in September as we begin a new
academic year, and for those that are leaving us to begin a new adventure, I wish you all the luck and
happiness in the world for the future, keep hold of a thirst for learning and grow into wonderful adults that
make a difference to all those around them. Please do come back and visit us!
With love and best wishes

Charlotte Coppenhall
Interim Headteacher

A message from Sarah Pryer – Chair of Governors for the Potton Federation
Dear parents/carers
My final update of the year is my final one as a school Governor and as Chair. A new Chair will be elected at the start of
the new school term.
The impact of COVID continues to dominate the education agenda. At our last meeting of term, school leaders shared
their assessment of each year group along with detailed learning plans for next academic year. We are feeling confident
about where resources need to be focussed and what needs to be done so that the effects of such long periods out of
the classroom are not long-lasting.
Maths has been a particular focus for the Federation over the last year and it is pleasing to see that our pupils have
benefited from the very latest thinking about the best way to learn. This will be consolidated further over the next
academic year.
You will be aware that a consultation is currently being run by Central Bedfordshire Council over the future of schools
in this area. The plan under review is for Potton to have a Primary School from September 2022 and we are working
closely with the Local Authority to ensure that this transition has the least impact possible on our children.
Finances continue to be well managed and stewarded by school and the Finance Committee. The summer holidays are
an opportunity for works to take place without disrupting learning and you will notice some investment in our site
when the children return in September.
I’ve really enjoyed working in partnership with school over the past 11 years and would encourage anyone who thinks
they might have the skills to be a Governor to apply – there are currently vacancies for both parent and co-opted
Governors. Please email clerk@pottonfederation.co.uk if you are interested.
My thanks go to the whole Governing Body for their support this year and of course to Miss Coppenhall and the whole
Federation staff team for continuing to put children first and at the heart of all decision making. Thanks to you too, as
parents and carers, for your support of your child’s education – this makes all the difference and is appreciated by the
school, especially over the last difficult 18 months.
Wishing you a very happy holiday.
Kind regards
Sarah Pryer
Chair of Governors

A message from Duane Brooks – Assistant Head Teacher (Pastoral)
Having had the privilege of building positive relationships with so many Potton families over the last five years, those who
know me well know that I hold a strong belief in the presence of positive role models to change children’s lives for the
better. With that in mind, I am also overwhelmingly grateful to all the staff who have shown an unrelenting commitment
to building opportunities for students to achieve the highest academic standards. They have ensured that they are all
known as individuals, and that their unique personality, talents and interests are continually nurtured.
Speaking of our pupils: the young minds at Potton will know that the walls of my classroom are adorned with many
positive messages. A few notable favourites include: “Good teachers know that sometimes you just need to stop and be silly for
a few minutes!” and “There’s nothing a wet paper towel can’t fix!” Yet, my most adored is: “Being you is your superpower.” I
love this comment for so many reasons, not least because it was written by a student, but it perfectly epitomises our
pupils: unique and exceptional in so many ways.
And finally, during what can only be described as quite the remarkable year, I could not be more proud of the way our
families have continued to strive and support one another during such an unprecedented time. You are all
our superheroes and we thank you for putting your trust in us each and every day.
Wishing everyone a peaceful and enjoyable Summer holidays.
Mr Brooks.

A message from Philip Adams – Assistant Head Teacher (Curriculum)
I want to start by saying how proud I am of all the children and their families, in what has been another challenging year
of the pandemic. During the spring term members of staff, parents and carers worked together to support the
children’s education, health and wellbeing, and this has led to us all being able to look forward to the summer holidays
with families and friends.
This year has presented challenge, change and new opportunities for many members of staff and as we go forward, I am
excited to work alongside colleagues whose passions are to provide rich learning opportunities and experiences for our
pupils. The summer term has begun to give us a taste of what we may call ‘normal school life’ with numerous activities
and trips taking place as restrictions eased. We hope (as I am sure you do as well) that as we begin to look forward to
the next academic year we will be able to return to a number of thrilling activities and experiences that we have not
been able to enjoy this year such as: Key Stage performances, open days, celebrations of work, and Proms in the
playground to name a few.
As I mentioned, the children should be proud of all that they have achieved this year. They have had to face many
challenges as children without preparation, and their resilience and determination to succeed in school life to continue
to flourish and grow has been exceptional. I wish you all a very well deserved summer holiday with your friends and
family and I look forward to seeing you all again in September 2021.

News from the classroom
Reception
Puddle Ducks – Mrs Lee
Puddle Ducks have had a fantastic term! They have made me so proud each day with
their positive attitudes and their love of learning.
This half term our topic has been ‘Why do Zebras have stripes?”. Puddle Ducks have
enjoyed learning about Africa and they have been comparing different communities.
They have loved learning about safari animals, their habitats, diet and some fun animal
facts. Puddle Ducks have been very creative, they have designed their own tribal
masks, painted a range of animals and developed their artistic skills using a variety of
media.
Puddle Ducks have had some great experiences this half term. The children thoroughly enjoyed their African drumming
workshop, where they explored different rhythms and beats. They also enjoyed visiting the
planetarium and learning lots of facts about space. We also had our sports day and the children all
participated enthusiastically. Puddle Ducks showed great team spirt and cheered each other on
throughout the tournament.
I would just like to say a massive well done to Thea, who for charity, had an amazing 11 inches of
her hair cut for the Little Princesses Trust.
We have been on a fantastic journey, with lots of learning, fun and laughter on the way!
Cotton Tails – Miss Adams
Where do I start? The Cotton Tail class have been extremely busy during Summer term. Our
topic this half term was named “Why do zebras have stripes?”. We collaborated together to
explore the differences and similarities of animals and places. The Cotton Tails were fascinated
by how other people live so differently to ourselves and the word “WOW” was used a lot whilst
researching animals. Phonics has been a continued focus for us in Reception. The children have
amazed me with their improved confidence with reading. Myself and Mrs
Lee have also noticed a huge improvement with writing. The Cotton Tails
worked hard to write sentences about animals related to our stories.
Despite the grey skies, we really enjoyed our sports event! The Cotton
Tails are certainly a competitive bunch! We participated in a running, obstacle and hurdle race
plus some throwing competitions. During the races, the loud cheers for their class mates must
have been heard across Potton. Alongside being amazing athletes, the children have also been
fantastic musicians. Cotton Tails participated in an African drumming workshop, the instructor
complimented Cotton Tails by saying they were very talented.
This summer term, we have continued to learn, explore, smile and we have had an amazing
adventure.

Year 1
Tiggy Winkles – Miss Dent
We have had a busy Summer term in year one, which has been filled with
learning new things and having great fun. We began the term with a carnival
themed party to kick start our new topic ‘Rio De Vida’. We got dressed up in
our brightest clothes and spent the morning learning different samba dances
to perform to one another. We then created our own headdresses using
different coloured card, feathers and sequins ready to wear to our carnival
party! The rest of the term was just as exciting with
our first ever sports day which gave us the opportunity
to show off our fantastic skills developed during our
weekly PE sessions in each tournament. Every child
joined in with every activity and the whole of year one
showed great sportsmanship by cheering for each team. We were unable to have you join us
this year but luckily we took lots of photos so that we could share our achievements with our
grownups at home. We have been developing our writing in literacy this term too, in order to
create detailed sentences which include adjectives, commas and even similes. We are more than
ready now for our next adventure in year two and we are so pleased that we get to go on the
journey together!

Squirrel Nutkins – Miss R Coppenhall
Wow what a Summer term we have had! I have loved every second of our Rio De Vida and Superheroes topics this
term. We have dressed up, learned dances, created masks and headdresses, explored different countries, continents and
oceans around the world and read lots of interesting stories; amongst other things. We have had lots of brilliant
opportunities to write during this half term too. One of my favourites was writing a story based upon a fictional
underwater scene where the children had the chance to create their own story with their own characters. They all
worked so hard and I was blown away by the use of adjectives and sentence starters in their independent writing. We
often look back at our very first Big Writes on the first day of Year 1 and the children are always so amazed with how
far they have come this year; I am so incredibly proud. During this term the children really enjoyed some of the
extracurricular experiences and one of their favourites was the planetarium. As Squirrel Nutkins are so enthusiastic
about Space they all thoroughly enjoyed themselves and it was lovely to see so many of them remember facts about
Neil Armstrong from our learning in the Autumn term during our Moon Zoom topic. As Rio De Vida is a very musical
based topic it has been fantastic to see the children’s creative
side come out. We were lucky enough to have an African Drum
teacher spend the morning with us and teach us lots of rhythms
using a range of African drums. To see the huge smiles on the
children’s faces as they joined in with the music was a joy to see,
I definitely think we have a couple of future music stars in the
class! Squirrel Nutkins have been real superstars all year and it
has been a joy to be their teacher, and despite the disruption,
the children have flourished during their time in Year 1. I am so
excited to be able to continue our journey in Year 2 and I know
how fantastically they will continue to learn and progress. Have
a wonderful Summer and I want to say a huge thank you for all
your help and support this year!

Year 2
Tom Kittens – Mrs Boston
What a super, summer term it has been in Terrific Tom Kittens,
the children arrived back after the Easter break full of energy for
the term ahead. We have done so much over the last few months
and the children loved both of the topics we covered, Wriggle and
Crawl and Land Ahoy! During the Wriggle and Crawl topic the
children were so engaged with watching our caterpillars transform
into butterflies and the big release just after the May half term was
a real highlight.
Land Ahoy was also amazing and the children thoroughly enjoyed
kicking off the topic dressed up as pirates for our stunning start.
Their independent writes have been a wonder to read as they were
particularly inspired by our Pirate themed book, ‘The Pirates Next
Door’. During a topic lesson, the children again put on their pirate hats
and imagined that they were stranded on a desert island and came up
with inventive ways to ensure they survived using their scientific
knowledge.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your
support throughout the year, both in school and during our home
learning experience. I hope you have a safe and enjoyable summer
break and I wish all the children the best of luck as the move into Year
3.
Jeremy Fisher – Miss Williams
What a wonderful final term in Year 2!
The summer term has been filled with lots of fun, laughter and special
activates surrounding our topics of Wriggle and Crawl and Land Ahoy.
To celebrate all things ‘minibeast’, we watched some caterpillars grow
into butterflies and released them on the school field. It was so special
to watch them fly away and the children have loved spending their
time making bug hotels in case they come back to visit!
We had a very exciting Pirate Day to kick off our Land Ahoy topic;
creating pirate hats, learning pirate slang and even completing a
treasure hunt to earn our pirate booty! We also had a brilliant time
completing our very first Sports Day in KS1 (even if we did get a little bit soggy in the process!)
We could not be more proud of our wonderful children and their progress and determination this year! They’ve risen
to every challenge they’ve come across, both here and at home, and we’ve certainly ended on a high!
Thank you so much to all of our parents for your support and encouragement this year, it has made a world of
difference to us all.
Miss Williams and Mrs Fenton!

Year 3
Dragons – Mr Adams

As we come to the end of Year 3, we reflect on what has been a challenging
but fantastic year for the children in Dragons. There have been many
highlights for me and I am so proud of how hard the children have worked.
Our year started in the Stone Age and travelling back thousands of years
gave the children the opportunity to imagine life before technology, hunting
and gathering for food. This gave the children an appreciation for the modern
world and, as we discovered new materials and inventions, Dragons designed
and created futuristic robots. Every robot created had the purpose to help
them and their families at home so that they could spend more time together
which was wonderful. With lockdown, we were unable to take full advantage of our spring term topics in school,
however, this meant that the children had access to a full kitchen at home and, during our scrumdiddlyumptious topic
many wonderful treats and healthy snacks were created that made me want to try them. Our year finished with two
great topics, Flow and Predator. I couldn’t have anticipated how much the children would enjoy our Flow topic. The
quality of descriptive writing was exceptional as we travelled down the Nile and Amazon rivers on a journey of
discovery, we learnt about various creatures that inhabited these habitats; this gave a wonderful transition to our
Predator topic. The children love to talk about animals and with so many children having pets, we were able to share
lots of knowledge and stories about animals every day. We discussed prehistoric and modern predators, identifying
their features that make them an apex predator which has enabled them to create their own drawing of a super
predator! In the absence of a school trip we welcomed Herrings Green Farm into school to display some of Britain’s
top native predators. The children loved meeting the birds of prey and it was a wonderful way to end our year. I hope
that you all have a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing you all again when we return in September.
Phoenix – Miss Kerfoot
It has been a fantastic summer term. The children in Phoenix class have worked especially
hard and enjoyed some great activities. We set up ‘camp’ by the Nile to inspire some
wonderful writing during our topic flow. In the second half of the term we have loved learning
about different predators, the highlight of this was the visit from Herring Green farm who
brought a barn owl, a great grey owl, a harris hawk and a kestrel in to show us. The children
loved learning about them and watching them fly, our own Potton red kites were rather
interested too!
I wish you a restful summer and wish the children every success in year 4.

Year 4
Hippogriffs – Mrs Mooring
Time has flown since our return to school in Easter and we have managed to
fit so much in. The children have worked incredibly hard throughout and have
enjoyed lots of different activities. For many of them the virtual aquarium visit
was a real highlight and seeing the incredible fish and sea creatures was
fascinating. They had some excellent questions for our guide too! We have
started to receive replies to our letters that we wrote to MP’s, businesses
and local leaders and they have loved hearing back about the ways that they
are tackling plastic pollution.
Grafham was excellent and the
children behaved beautifully and
showed great resilience and courage. The children that stayed in school did
some lovely activities and particularly enjoyed the bird of prey visit and
holding the barn owl.
I know they are excited about moving in to Year 5 and their new classes
and I wish them and all of you a lovely holiday before they make that
transition.
Owls – Mr Hodgson
Wow! What a year we have had. As I write this newsletter piece, I cannot believe that our year is almost over. You have
all overcome so much in this last academic year. I am incredibly proud of your hard work and dedication you have put
within the classroom and during the national lockdown back in January.
As I reflect on our year, some highlights for me are;
Grafham - You all embraced our targets of; be brave, trust others and work as a team. You all pushed yourselves to do
the best you can. I am incredibly proud of how you worked as a team and trusted others on the different activities.
Virtual Aquarium - This was a great day of exploring the different creatures in our ocean. You had some brilliant questions
and listened well to all the information provided.
Topics – We have explored some amazing topics throughout our year. You have embraced each topic and put so much
hard work in. Your books truly reflected this.
As I sign off this newsletter, I want to thank all the help we have had over the year. Special thanks to, Miss Tustian, Mrs
Middlebrook, Miss Wittering and Mrs Mcquade for all their help within our class. I am wishing you all a safe and happy
summer holiday. Make sure you rest and enjoy the time with your friends and family. I hope you all have the best Year
Five experience.

Year 5
Elphinstone – Mrs Chamberlain
Wow Elphinstone – what a fantastic term we have had together, and we get to be
together again next year! You have all worked so incredibly hard during this term after
what has been a very strange year and I am so pleased with all of your efforts! We
visited Cadbury World earlier in the term for a fantastic day out linked to our topic
“Time Traveller” where we were able to sample a range of chocolates, learn how
chocolate is made and also how advertising has changed throughout time. We learnt
how the British High Street has changed over time and brought that learning straight
back to school where we designed our future versions of Potton! The topic projects
that have been brought in this half term have been amazing (and some have been
incredibly delicious), and it has been wonderful to see the hard work the children put
in at home as well as in school.
We have mastered our times tables through our Maths bowling and tackled tricky
problems linked to fractions, Roman Numerals and time all the way up to the very end
of term. We have also taken part in some brilliant Science experiments this term
which has had all of the children thinking and predicting! In English this term we
created brochures for mini-beast hotels inspired by the exotic ‘Crystal Cove’ in
Barbados, our own wonderful versions of ‘Charlotte’s Web’ and a memory log from
Carl in the Disney film ‘Up’ where the children did everything within their power to
bring a tear to my eye!
Finally, I wanted to say a big thank you to you all for your support during what has
been an unsettled time in our pupils lives. The positivity and encouragement
surrounding our remote learning and our return to school really ensured our pupils
were motivated to do their best! I wish you all a relaxing summer and I cannot wait to
see you all again next year for the next step on our journey together!

Stevens – Mrs Rider
As we embark on our summer break, we can look back on this school year
with both a sense of achievement and a sense of pride. Year 5 has definitely
been a year to remember and the children have adapted and conquered all
the ups and downs that have come their way.
Remote learning was a new experience for us all but together we got
through it and the children will always remember this school year as the
year their parents taught them at home and their teachers appeared in their
homes via the internet! I will never forget our Zoom assemblies and our
games of ‘socks or no socks’.
One of our favourite pieces of writing this year was our persuasive texts on
a holiday resort in Barbados. Despite not leaving the classroom, we all felt
like we had been to the Island and could describe the breath taking views
from the balconies and could taste the delicious exotic spices. The children’s writing was a delight to read and left me
wanting to book a holiday!
Our trip to Cadbury’s World was definitely a highlight and the children had such fun. Despite it being one of the hottest
days of the year, we filled our day with chocolate tasting, a 4D cinema experience and a trip in a ‘beanmobile’! The
children represented our school with pride and really enjoyed our mini adventure.
I wish you all a lovely summer holiday full of adventure and fun!

Jackson – Mr Bick
We have had a fantastic final term in Jackson Class, full of excellent learning and
exciting experiences! From creating persuasive adverts for bug hotels in our ‘Beast
Creator’ topic, to writing poignant and emotional flashback stories as part of our ‘Time
Traveller’ work, the children’s enthusiasm and creativity has continued to shine
through.
In Maths, it has also been lovely to see the children growing in confidence and retaining
new knowledge and skills from earlier in the school year. We’ve even managed to find
time for an epic Maths Bowling tournament!
Away from the classroom, we had a brilliant day out at Cadbury World last month, where we learned about the history
of the Cadbury brand, and did some very important tasting work! The children also really enjoyed our Sports Day
afternoon and Inter-House Handball competition.
As the end of the school year has got closer, we have spent some
lesson time thinking about how far we have come since last
September; looking back our achievements; celebrating our successes,
and appreciating all the different ways in which we have grown. I have
loved teaching this group, and couldn’t be more proud of them as they
move up to Year 6!

Year 6
Evans – Miss Carrington
This half term has been laced with so many excitements for 6 Evans: a Mexican day, a residential,
a Euros celebration day and a Year 6 fun day! What a half term!
Our final Topic, Hola Mexico, has ensured that the last half term of the year has been fun-filled
from the start! To kick things off, we held our Mexican-themed celebrated day, complete with
costumes, face paint, the Disney animation ‘Coco’, Mexican snacks and a study of the Mexicans
festivals! From this moment forward, our Topic lessons have explored other aspects of Mexican
culture, including The Maya civilisation, Mexican hot chocolate, Mexican music and the
geography of Mexico. Alongside this, in English, we have written our own stories, inspired by
the animation ‘Dia de los Muertos’ (Day of the Dead). Once again, Evans produced a fantastic array of Hola Mexico
projects! For their final KS2 project, the children didn’t hold back and showed just how creative, enthusiastic, and
conscientious they are, as well as showing just how much they like Mexican food: the projects were outstanding as always!
The time finally arrived! This half term Year 6 travelled
to PGL’s Caythorpe Court in Lincolnshire for our
residential trip. From the Giant Swing to Canoeing, the
Trapeze to Survival skills, the activities during the week
enabled our Year 6s to conquer fears, improve their
teamwork skills, develop their confidence and enjoy
spending time together! Since we’ve been back, the
children have not stopped talking about the trip, so we
know they’ve made memories for life. Watching Evans
encourage and support each other, whilst also
challenging themselves, I couldn’t have been prouder!
Our Year 6 Fun Day ensured we finished the year
with some fun! The year has been filled with
achievements and they thoroughly deserved a day
to celebrate this. We wanted to send them off in
style to begin their next academic adventure.
Spending some time together on this day showed
just how close Evans have become over the year and
I wish them all luck as they move into Year 7!
Torday – Mr Brooks
I love writing these blurbs for the termly newsletter, but this one, this one I have been absolutely dreading.
At the beginning of the year, I asked 34 quite delightful children for just three things: to trust me, to give unparalleled effort
to their studies and to embrace the demands of the year ahead. It didn’t take long to recognise that sat before me was a
group of children full of promise and boundless potential; a class that quickly grasped my expectations and hopes for the
year. While I certainly didn’t utter these words knowing that our time together would be disrupted by a global pandemic,
every child in 6 Torday has navigated through these uncertain times with the upmost resolve and perseverance. They have
without question risen to the challenges that were placed before them, and because of this, it really has been a pleasure to
call them ‘my class’.

I have had the joy of witnessing an unfathomable number of
achievements and successes with 6 Torday. From outstanding
individual topic projects to some of the most incredible end of term
assessment results I have ever witnessed from a class, I must
congratulate them for the effort they have shown their studies. That
said, what stands out most of all is the way in which the children have
managed to fill me with pride each and every day. During such an
unprecedented period, I have still spent a year waking up each morning
with a smile on my face knowing I had the honour of teaching 34
exceptionally gifted and wonderful young children, whether that be in
the classroom or remotely! Together, they have a unique way of
bringing me to tears or making me laugh uncontrollably; I am eternally
grateful to each and every one of them for making this yet another cherished year at Potton Middle.
I have absolutely no doubt that those who spent the year under my wing will continue to soar and reach the greatest of
heights as they steer towards their next adventure in Key Stage 3. While they have so much to look forward to next year,
I wish them all a well-earned, fun-filled and enjoyable Summer break.
Your teacher, always.
Mr Brooks.

Key Stage 3
7 Rundell – Mrs Topple and Miss Crawford-Smith
It was full steam ahead with Rundell class who have given 100% all year. They have enjoyed all activities especially the
inter house competitions. They have been so pleased to be back in school doing all the fun lessons, for some reason
they always want to do baking! I do hope some of their food reached it home! The class have all coped so well with an
exceptionally demanding year and next year promises to be an exciting time and everyone is looking forwards to
participating and doing their best. For many a real highlight was our trip to Hunstanton. It was such a perfect day, the
sun shone (well almost!) the sea and sand were warm and year 7 were on their way to Hunstanton. After a very
straightforward quick journey we found ourselves on the beach. We loved
looking for crabs and shells in the rock pools before beach games and a dip
in the sea. Lunch was spent entertaining the seagulls and counting the piles
of crab shells we had found. There was no rest as time and tide wait for no
one so we headed to the arcades where prizes were won and coins were
lost! Eventually we made our weary way back to the coach and reluctantly
headed home. How could we top this day we were all thinking! England 2,
Denmark 1, enough said! – The Perfect Day!
Have a well-deserved rest over the summer ready to give another 100%.
8 Zephaniah – Mr Griffiths and Mr Ballard

Key Stage 3 Humanities – Mr Lock
Geography lessons started by concluding our study of Russia looking at the European and Sakha regions of the
country. We then moved on to a study of the Middle East starting with its history. After investigating the physical
geography of the region the students were able to make a comparison with Russia's physical geography, which proved
challenging for many. We finished this topic by reporting on the Arabian Peninsula and examining some of the many
conflicts in the Middle East and the reasons for them. We also managed to fit in a brief look at the host nations for the
Euros!
History commenced with an investigation into social differences in Victorian Britain before we backtracked in time to
look at the rivalry between Britain and France in North America. There was a brief look at the French Revolution and
Napoleon before concluding the year with a study of the battles at Trafalgar and Waterloo and the tactics employed by
both Nelson and the Duke of Wellington.
The R.E. work was a study of Buddhism starting with what is known about Buddha himself. There was a study of the
core beliefs of Buddhism and how they impact on the lives of its followers. Symbolism within the religion was studied
and the festival of Vesak was covered too and here, as elsewhere this term, links and comparisons were made between
the different religions. Finally, the beliefs and principles of the Dalai Lama were
examined.
Both classes have worked well this year and I wish all the students an enjoyable break
and rest before the challenges of a new academic year.
Art – Mrs Topple
The whole school has once again thrived on their imaginations and creativity in art. The
year 5’s enjoyed painting time machines, designing their own clocks in the style of
Salvador Dali and then designing and making a time machine. In year 6 we have made
Hola Mexico masks from Mod Rock and then painted them in acrylic paint. Year 7 have
been putting their designing skills to great effect looking at the work of Antoni Gaudi to
make a lino print of a lizard and finally the year 8’s have enjoyed drawing buildings as we
have studied the works of the Bauhaus.

