
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2021 
RE: KS2 Cornerstones Curriculum 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
At Potton Middle School, we believe the most important underlying principle of a curriculum is to nurture and 
foster a love of learning. We believe that a successful curriculum is brought to life by high quality teaching, 
inspirational learning activities and opportunities to listen and plan for the developing interests and motivations 
of children. That is why we have made the decision to follow the nationally recognised Cornerstones 
Curriculum.  
 
What is the Cornerstones Curriculum? 
 
The Cornerstones Curriculum is a creative and thematic approach to learning that is mapped to the 2014 
National Curriculum to ensure comprehensive coverage of national expectations. Our new curriculum will be 
delivered through Knowledge Rich Projects (KRPs) and Imaginative Learning Projects (ILPs), which will provide a 
rich menu of exciting and motivating learning activities that make creative links between all aspects of our 
children’s learning.  
 
We believe children learn better when they are encouraged to use their imagination and apply their learning to 
engaging contexts. Our new curriculum will provide lots of learning challenges throughout the academic year 
that will require children to solve problems, apply themselves creatively and express their knowledge and 
understanding effectively across the curriculum. 
 
Cornerstones also provide a rigorous essential skills framework that outlines the end of year expectations in all 
subjects. These essential skills are tied to activities and are age related so that class teachers can track children’s 
progress and identify their individual learning needs. 
 
To find out more about what we will be teaching this term, please see the information overleaf or visit the 
Cornerstones website: https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk 

 
If you have any queries or questions about the above, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s 
class teacher. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
P Adams 
Acting Assistant Headteacher Curriculum 
Potton Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/


 
 

 

Cornerstones Curriculum 
 

At Potton Middle School, we believe the most important underlying principle of a curriculum is to 

foster a love of learning. We believe that a successful curriculum is brought to life by high quality 

teaching, inspirational learning activities and opportunities to listen and plan for the developing 

interests and motivations of children.  That is why we have made the decision to follow the highly 

regarded Cornerstones Curriculum. It is built upon a four-stage teaching and learning philosophy.   

 

The Four Cornerstones Areas: ENGAGE - DEVELOP - INNOVATE - EXPRESS 

 

During the Engage stage, children will: 
 have memorable first-hand experiences - for example going on a visit outside the classroom or 

inviting a specialist visitor into the classroom 

 have WOW experiences - Investigate and Discover 

 be introduced in exciting ways to the new topic or theme  

 begin initial research and set enquiry questions 

 have lots of opportunity to make observations 

 develop spoken language skills 

 take part in sensory activities  

 have a great deal of fun, allowing them to fully 'engage' with their new topic  

 

 

During the Develop stage, children will: 
 dig much deeper to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of a topic across the 

curriculum 

 practice their newfound skills 

 compose, make, do, build, investigate, explore, write for different purposes, read across the 

curriculum 

 research their own questions and those posed by others  

 follow new pathways of enquiry based on their own interests 

 complete homework activities that support their learning in school  

 

 

During the Innovate stage, children will:  
 apply previous skills, knowledge and understanding in real life contexts 

 be challenged with real or imagined problems and situations to solve using knowledge and 

skills from the earlier stages 

 be inspired with imaginative and creative opportunities 

 have time to revisit skills, knowledge and understanding not grasped during the develop stage 

 have the opportunity to take on different roles  

 

 

During the Express stage, children will: 
 become the performers, the experts, the informers 

 share their achievements with others in many different ways...parents, classmates and the 

community 

 evaluate finished products/processes 

 tie learning back to the beginning 

 celebrate 



 

Upper KS2 2021/22 Half-termly Topic Overview 

 
Term Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 Star Gazers A Child’s War 

Autumn 2 Dynamic Dynasties  Frozen Kingdom 

Spring 1 Firedamp and Davy Lamps Blood Heart 

Spring 2 Off With Her Head Darwin’s Delights 

Summer 1 Pharaohs Gallery Rebels 

Summer 2 Time Traveller Hola Mexico! 

 
Year 5 

Autumn 1 
Star Gazers 

Journey through space, the final frontier. Navigate beyond the Sun: the magnificent, 
blazing star at the centre of our Solar System! Investigate the eight planets – Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. Take a look at the Moon, a 

celestial body that orbits Earth. Work scientifically to investigate gravity, and what 
happens when there is none! Compare the time of day at different places on the Earth 

and use GPS satellite navigation systems to see Earth from satellites! Get in a spin 
making simple models of the Solar System and listen to the haunting sounds of space-
themed songs. Then it’s 3, 2, 1, BLAST OFF! Build and launch a rocket for an important 
test mission. Exploring space is probably the greatest adventure that humankind has 

ever undertaken. Are we alone or are there other life forms out there? 

Autumn 2 
Dynamic Dynasties 

This half term we will learn about the history of ancient China, focusing primarily on 
the Shang Dynasty, and explores the lasting legacy of the first five Chinese dynasties, 

some of which can still be seen in the world today.  
 

We will develop our understanding of historical concepts such as continuity and 
change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them 

to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions 
and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

In this project the children will explore: the significance of bronze, everyday life of and 
religion in the Shang Dynasty, jade and silk, power and hierarchy, bronze ages around 

the world and the legacy of ancient China 

Spring 1 
Firedamp and Davy 

Lamps 

 

In this project, children will explore: the history of coal mining, mining strikes and their 
effects on the miners, their families and communities 

and the legacy and future of coal mining. We will gain a deeper understanding of key 
aspects of British history, which include: the rise, fall and actions of the monarchy; 

improvements in technology; exploration; disease; the lives of the rich and poor and 
changes in everyday life. 



How did it feel to work in a coal mine? How has the coal mining industry changed over 
the years and does it have a future? We will be exploring these questions and more in 

this special project about the coal industry and its impact on the UK. 

 

Spring 2 
Off with her head 

 
What sort of man would order the beheading of his wife? Was she really that bad? 

Travel back in time to the 1500s and meet the terrifying Tudors, a domineering 
dynasty that changed our history. Discover an opulent court where dancing and 

singing goes hand in hand with swift falls from favour – and even swifter falling of 
heads! Develop your painting skills in miniature, solve riddles and remember to 

protect your precious neck with a large white ruff – if you want to survive at Tudor 
court! Flex your detective muscles and become a criminal investigator! Will you find 
out the facts or will the evidence from the past bemuse you? How will you find the 
accused – innocent or guilty? It’s your turn to take part in one of the most famous 

trials the world has ever known! 

 

Summer 1 
Pharaohs 

 
Let’s travel back 5000 years to the dusty realms of ancient Egypt. Cruise along the Nile, 

entering a world of mysteries and curses, mummies and kings. Find out about life on 
the river’s fertile banks, discovering Egypt and its fascinating culture. Unravel the 

secrets of ancient tombs, using historical sources and age-old artefacts. Find out about 
powerful pharaohs and grandiose gods! Make yourself a nemes and you’ll really look 
the part! Become an apprentice and work for Ramose – he’s the chief embalmer at 
the Beautiful House. Help him prepare a body for its journey into the afterlife. Now 

open the doorway to ancient Egypt – who knows what treasures you will find? 
 

Summer 2 
Time Traveller 

 
Tick, tock, tick, tock – the hands on the clock never stop. From the moment we are 
born, from toddler to teen, middle age to elderly, time stops for no man. Find out 

what happens to our bodies and brains as we grow older, and how do we cope with 
these changes. How long does a human baby take to grow inside the womb? Does it 
take longer than an elephant calf? Or a kitten? Take a good look at yourself. How has 
your face changed since you were a baby and how will it change as you grow older? 
Can you photograph it, change it, age it? And what would happen if the clock struck 
13? In Tom’s Midnight Garden, he travels to the past. What an adventure! Imagine 

you could time travel too. Where would you go and what would you like to see? Will 
you head back to your past or into your future? You decide. Tick, tock, tick, tock – the 

hands on the clock never stop! 
 

Year 6 

Autumn 1 
A Child’s War 

A siren sounds, a building crumbles, and a Spitfire zooms overhead. Take cover! It’s 
1939 and Britain is at war. Deep down in the Anderson shelter, learn why nations are 
fighting and why child evacuees must make the long journey from their homes and 
families into unknown territory.  
Read the diary of Anne Frank, written whilst hiding from the terrifying Stormtroopers 
in a secret annexe, and try to empathise with her hopes and fears. Delve deep into a 
bygone era, when loose lips sank ships. And, as peace is declared, let’s get ready to 
celebrate. Mr Churchill says: “It’s an unconditional surrender!” 



Autumn 2 
Frozen Kingdom 

 
Welcome to the planet’s coldest lands. Vast wilds and hostile territories – incredibly 
beautiful, yet often deadly. Take shelter from the elements or fall prey to icy winds 

and the deepest chill. Trek bravely and valiantly across treacherous terrain to the ends 
of the Earth, treading deep in snow or be pulled by a team of mighty sled dogs. Be 
alert, for magnificent mammals roam these lands, sometimes hungry or fresh for a 

fight. Perhaps a hungry polar bear or an Arctic fox is hunting rodents, as swift as the 
wind! Research facts and figures of climate, temperature, habitats and ecosystems, 

and compose evocative poems about the Northern Lights. Become part of an 
Antarctic rescue team, braving the elements to rescue terrified passengers from a 

ship struck by a deadly berg that hides deep beneath the Southern Ocean. So wrap up 
well everyone and settle by the fire. I’m just going outside and may be some time. 

 

Spring 1 
Blood Heart 

 
Crimson, scarlet, burgundy, cherry – blood flows through our bodies in all its vibrant 

shades of red. Let’s explore our circulation system! Now surgeons, don’t be 
squeamish as we dissect an animal heart and examine the veins, arteries and 

chambers up close. They all work hard to move blood around our bodies. William 
Harvey was fascinated with anatomy, and made groundbreaking discoveries about 

valves. I wonder what we might uncover? Why do people give blood? Find out how to 
keep your heart happy with cardiovascular exercise and healthy food. Kick-start a 

campaign to spread the word about the damage caused by smoking, to the lungs and 
heart. Hearts pound, flutter and maybe skip a beat. What makes your heart race? Is it 

a secret? Cross my heart, I won’t tell! 
 

Spring 2 
Darwin’s Delights 

 
Ship ahoy! We’re off on an exciting expedition with Charles Darwin and his crew on 

HMS Beagle. Can you trace his route across the vast ocean? Stop at the magical 
Galápagos Islands to see the amazing species that helped Darwin develop his theory of 

evolution by natural selection. Do you know what’s so special about a lava lizard, or 
why the blue-footed booby has blue feet? See how animals adapt to their 

environment over time and meet some of the world’s greatest explorers and 
naturalists! Imagine how humans will evolve in millions of years. It’s a scary thought! 

Ready to trace the origin of species? Let’s set sail! 
 

Summer 1 
Gallery Rebels 

 
Colours collide, melting together on the canvas: an impression of light, a rage of red, a 

lobster perched on a telephone. Come and find out about the bizarre and eccentric 
minds of the gallery rebels! Art can be an act of rebellion. Can you change the world 

with a paintbrush, a thought, or an idea? Dream the dream – or show us your 
nightmares! What do you see? Watches melting? Wheels spinning? A shark in a box? 
Can you express yourself without words? Well, a picture paints a thousand of them! 

Try your hand at a ‘Damien Hirst’ sculpture, exploring the weird and wonderful to 
create a curious treasure for the next generation. Take up your arms and fight for the 

cause. Paintbrushes and sketchbooks at the ready – let’s make art! 
 



Summer 2 
Hola Mexico! 

 
Welcome to Mexico! Get ready to explore this unique country, from its towering 
temples and stunning geography to its pulsing rhythms and fun-packed festivals. 
Tummy rumbling? Concoct a traditional fruit cocktail or delicious Mexican meal. 

What’s on your shopping list? Go steady with the spices! Discover the mysterious 
world of the ancient Maya civilisation. Make their chocolate, learn their poetry, play 

their ball game and follow all their curious rituals. Just try to keep your head! Feel like 
celebrating? Design a flute, grab a drum, join a tribe and make some noise! Have you 

got what it takes to be chief? Let’s find out… 
 

 

 
For further information, visit: https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/why-cornerstones/ 

 

https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/why-cornerstones/

