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There are 3 Core Themes in KS3 that all RE lessons are associated with: Making sense of beliefs, Understanding the Impact and Making 

connections.  

 



KS3 
 

Below you will see the modules taught each half term in Years 7 and 8 over a two-year rolling programme. The modules and curriculum statements are 
taken from the 2018-2023 agreed syllabus for Bedfordshire.  
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

2021-2022 3:1 Why do 
Christians believe 
Jesus was God on 

Earth? 
(incarnation) 

3:2 Core and 
diverse Islam: what 

is universal and 
what is different? 

3:3 How are Sikh 
teachings on 

equality and service 
put into practice 

today? 

3:4 What happens 
when we die? What 

difference does it 
make if you believe 
in life after death? 

3:7 Why are people 
good and bad?  
(Theme based 

question: How can 
war ever be 
justified?) 

3:20 What will make 
our community a 
more respectful 

place?  

Curriculum 
Statements: 

Teachers will 
enable students 
to achieve these 
outcomes, as 
appropriate to 
their age and 
stage, so that they 
can: 
 
Make sense of 
belief  
 

 explain, with 
reference to the ‘I 
am’ sayings 
and/or the signs, 
what John’s 
Gospel says about 
Jesus’ true nature, 
and how this 
connects to 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  

Make sense of belief 

  explain the 
importance of the 
key beliefs studied 
(e.g. iman, ibadah, 
akhlaq) for Muslim 
ways of living in 
Britain today  

Understand the 
impact  

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  
 
Make sense of belief  
 

 explain the key 
beliefs of Sikhism 
(e.g. about God and 
the Gurus; nam 
japna, kirat karna 
and vand chhakna) 
and their importance 
for Sikhs living in 
Britain today  

 explain how Sikhs 
interpret the Mool 
Mantar and what it 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  

Make sense of 
belief  

 explain the key 
beliefs about life 
after death in at 
least two traditions 

 explain how and 
why Christians 
interpret biblical 
sources about life 
after death 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  
 
Make sense of belief  
 

 explain how the 
idea of ‘the Fall’ is 
found in the text of 
Genesis 3, and that 
this is a significant 
part of the 
‘salvation narrative’ 
of the Bible  

 explain the nature 
of the texts in 
Genesis 1, 2 and 3; 
give at least two 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so that 
they can:  

Make sense of belief  

 explain and 
interpret reasons why 
a plural society in our 
region of the UK is 
sometimes seen as a 
good thing and 
sometimes raises 
problems  

 use religious 
vocabulary, texts and 



Christian beliefs 
about what God is 
like  

 explain how the 
Bible uses 
different types of 
text (for example, 
the Gospels) and 
language (such as 
metaphor) to 
communicate 
ideas about Jesus 
as God incarnate 

  suggest 
meanings of the 
selected texts, 
explaining their 
ideas with 
reasons and 
evidence  
 
Understand the 
impact  
 

 show how 
Christian worship 
reflects Christian 
beliefs in Jesus as 
God incarnate  

 comment on the 
different ways in 
which Christians 

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
how and why 
Muslims put their 
beliefs into action in 
different ways (e.g. 
Sunni/Shi’a 
traditions)  

 show how beliefs 
and teachings guide 
Muslims in 
responding to the 
challenges of life in 
Britain today  

Make connections  

 give a coherent 
account of the 
challenges and 
opportunities of 
being a Muslim 
teenager in Britain 
today, offering 
reasons and 
justifications for 
their responses 

tells them about 
God, life and how to 
live  
 
Understand the 
impact  
 

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
how and why Sikhs 
put their beliefs into 
action in different 
ways (e.g. compare 
Kartarpur to the UK 
today; the choice to 
become Amritdhari 

or not)  show how 
beliefs and teachings 
guide Sikhs in 
responding to the 
challenges of life in 
Britain today (e.g. a 
call for equality and 
service)  
 
Make connections  
 

 offer an account of 
the value and impact 
of Sikh practice of 
service and equality 
in the UK today  

differently (e.g. 
Protestant/Catholic)  

Understand the 
impact  

 show how 
religious and non-
religious beliefs 
about life after 
death affect the 
way people live, 
including how death 
is marked  

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
why people have 
different views on 
the idea of life after 
death  

Make connections  

 offer a coherent 
account of the 
impact of beliefs 
about life after 
death, comparing 
two views (e.g. one 
religious and one 
non-religious; or 
contrasting religious 

examples of how 
they have been 
interpreted 
differently by 
Christians and 
explain why  

 give reasons and 
arguments for why 
most Christians view 
humans as ‘fallen’, 
using examples  
 
Understand the 
impact  
 

 explain the impact 
of Genesis 3 and 
how belief in the 
Fall has affected the 
treatment of 
women  

 show how 
Christians have 
responded to the 
idea of being 
‘fallen’, in the 
Church community 
and personal living, 
for example, 
through confession, 
forgiveness, and 
seeking a holy life  
 

concepts to explain 
attitudes of respect 
and fairness, or 
prejudice and 
inequality  

Understand the 
impact  

 show how some 
religious and non-
religious beliefs and 
teachings can affect 
attitudes to our plural 
society  

 raise and research 
questions and 
explanations about 
how to make Luton 
and Bedfordshire 
places where respect 
for all can flourish  

 give reasoned 
arguments to show 
their interpretation of 
the kind of society 
that is good for all its 
communities  

Make connections  



express worship 
of God  
 
Make connections 
  

 reflect on the 
value of belief in 
Jesus as God 
incarnate for 
Christians in the 
world today  

 comment on 
how far the world 
today could 
benefit from a 
saviour, offering 
their own reasons 
and justifying 
their responses 
 

 comment on 
whether the Sikh 
emphasis on equality 
and service has 
anything to say to 
students themselves, 
offering reasons and 
justifications for their 
responses 

views, within or 
between faith 
traditions)  

 evaluate how far 
different ideas 
about life after 
death help students 
to make sense of 
the world, offering 
reasons and 
justifications for 
their responses 

Make connections  
 

 give a coherent 
account of how 
being ‘fallen’ has 
influenced how 
people live and 
behave  

 evaluate 
personally and 
impersonally how 
far this helps to 
make sense of the 
world 

 develop insights 
into questions and 
issues about living in 
a multi-religious 
community  

 engage critically and 
personally with some 
questions, issues and 
dilemmas about 
community cohesion, 
respect for all and 
fairness, using 
religious teachings to 
evaluate our society 

2022-2023 3:8 It’s my life: 
What should I do 

with it? 
Questions of 
meaning and 
commitment. 

3:10 Do prophets 
still influence us 

today? 
(Link: Judaism) 

3:14 How can people 
express through the 

spiritual arts? 

3:17 Why don’t 
Hindus want to be 
reincarnated and 
what do they do 

about it? 

3:11 Why is there 
suffering in the 

world? Are there 
any good solutions? 

(link: Buddhism) 

3:21 The Buddha: 
how and why do his 

experiences and 
teachings have 

meaning for people 
today? 

Curriculum 
statements:  

Teachers will 
enable students 
to achieve these 
outcomes, as 
appropriate to 
their age and 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  
 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  
 

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so 
that they can:  

Teachers will enable 
students to achieve 
these outcomes, as 
appropriate to their 
age and stage, so that 
they can:  
 



stage, so that they 
can:  
 
Make sense of 
belief  
 

 investigate and 
explain a range of 
beliefs/views 
about the nature 
of good and evil  

 develop 
understanding of 
a range of ideas 
about the 
meaning of life, 
weighing up 
evidence, 
arguments and 
reasoning  
 
Understand the 
impact  
 

 compare and 
evaluate the 
impact of a 
religious and 
secular stance on 
ways of living  

 engage critically 
and personally 
with the impact of 

Make sense of belief  

 explain the place 
and role of the 
prophets in the 
Bible, including the 
‘big story’ salvation 
narrative of the 
Bible  

 explain the 
messages Isaiah and 
Amos transmitted  

Understand the 
impact  

 discuss what a 
modern-day 
prophet would do 
and say, with 
examples, evidence 
and argument  

Make connections  

 offer a view as to 
how far Isaiah and 
Amos’s messages 

are valuable today  
offer a view as to 
whether the 
modern world needs 

Make sense of belief  
 

 compare and 
explain at least two 
ways to describe ‘the 
spiritual’ 

 explain how and 
why music and art 
are important ways 
of expressing the 
spiritual  
 
Understand the 
impact  
 

 show how people 
express spirituality in 
different ways (e.g. 
through art, music, 
activism)  

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
how music and art 
can help people 
understand big ideas 
in their tradition  
 
Make connections  
 

 offer a coherent 
account of the value 
of spirituality in the 
lives of religious and 

Make sense of 
belief  
 

 explain the 
importance of the 
key beliefs studied 
(e.g. karma, 
samsara, moksha) 
for Hindu ways of 
living  
 
Understand the 
impact 
 

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
how and why 
Hindus put their 
beliefs into action in 
different ways (e.g. 
paths to moksha; 
aims in life; varnas)  

 show how Hindu 
beliefs and 
teachings guide 
them in making 
moral decisions 
(e.g. non-violence, 
vegetarianism)  
 
Make connections  
 

Make sense of belief  

 compare and 
explain two 
religious views of 
why humans suffer 

 explain at least 
two solutions to 
suffering offered by 
religious traditions  

Understand the 
impact  

 show how some 
religious and non-
religious beliefs and 
teachings affect 
how people respond 
to suffering  

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
why people respond 
to suffering in 
different ways (e.g. 
reject God; seek to 
heal the world)  

Make connections  

 offer a coherent 
account of the 

Make sense of belief  
 

 describe how the 
life of the Buddha led 
to his teachings 

(dharma/dhamma)  
explain the Buddhist 
dharma (i.e. universal 
truths, Noble Truths, 
Noble Path)  

 compare some 
varieties of Buddhist 
traditions and 
describe how they 
relate to the dharma  
 
Understand the 
impact  
 

 give reasons and 
examples to explain 
how and why 
Buddhists put their 
beliefs into action in 
different ways (e.g. 
ordained or lay; 
meditation in Tibetan 
and Zen Buddhism)  

 show how Buddhist 
teachings guide them 
in making moral 
decisions (e.g. non-



 

philosophical 
ideas about 
meaning, purpose 
and value in life  
 
Make connections  
 

 use diverse 
religious 
vocabulary and 
concepts to ask 
good questions of 
my own about 
how atheists, 
Christians and 
members of 
another religion 
explain the 
meaning of life  

 give reasoned 
arguments about 
the principles, 
beliefs, ideas and 
teachings which I 
use to guide my 
own life 

prophets, who they 
might be, and how 
students themselves 
might respond to 
them 

non-religious people, 
including themselves  

 evaluate how far 
growing up in a 
tradition will shape 
the way someone 
sees all aspects of 
life, offering insights, 
reasons and 
justifications for their 
responses 

 give a coherent 
account of why a 
Hindu would not 
want to be 
reincarnated, and 
what they might do 
about it  

 evaluate how far 
the ideas of karma 
and samsara help 
students to make 
sense of the world 
and their own 
experiences 

causes of suffering 
and the solutions 
offered by at least 
one religious 
tradition  

 evaluate how far it 
is the case that 
religions exists to 
help humans cope 
with suffering, fear 
and despair, 
offering reasons and 
justifications for 
their responses 

violence, 
vegetarianism)  
 
Make connections  
 

 offer an account of 
what difference it 
makes that 
overcoming dukkha 
and attaining 
enlightenment is 
achievable by anyone 
without supernatural 
help, giving reasons  

 evaluate how far 
the ideas of the 
Buddhist dharma help 
students to make 
sense of the world 
and their own 
experience 


